MISS INTERNATIONAL BEAUTY PAGEANT 2016
HELD IN TOKYO, JAPAN

The 56" Miss International Beauty Pageant was held at the
Tokyo Dome City Hall on 27t October, 2016, from 2:00 pm — 7:30 pm.
Since 1968 when the International Cultural Association of Japan
started hosting this event, this Festival of Beauty has in the 56 years,
achieved a global reputation. The event is among other things, aimed
at achieving international understanding and world peace. The
winners are often appointed as “Goodwill Ambassadors” to sponsor
or promote beneficial projects, with the help of business enterprises,
associations and enthusiastic individuals who believe in humanitarian
causes. The Beauty Queens work not only on charity events but also
on Ecological campaigns as well.

Over 300 guests attended the Pageant this year, which featured
Beauty Queens from about 70 countries from across the globe.
Ghana’s Winner of “Miss Tourism Ghana” for 2015, 19-year old Cindy
Kofie, represented the country in the competition but failed to make
it to the last 20 finalists. The Competition was won by 24-year old
kindergarten teacher and model from Philippines, Ms. Kylie Verzosa
who was cheered on by several Filipinos. Her President, H.E. Mr.
Duterte visited her at her hotel to encourage her and wish her well.

It was regrettable that unlike last year, no African Queen made
it to the finals this year. It is hoped that the continent will fare better
next year.

The message by Japan’s Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida is
published below.

Ghana Embassy, Tokyo, November 2016.
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Fumio Kishida

Minister of Foreign Affairs

; the Miss Intﬁ;

NEAE
(b Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

It gives me a great pleasure to acknowledge that the
56th Miss International Beauty Pageant 2016 is held in
Tokyo this vear.

It is noteworthy that this Pageant will be joined by
representatives from over seventy countries and regions
with different backgrounds. They will stay in Japan for
more than three weeks to experience Japanese
traditional culture such as tea ceremony and flower
arrangement and have Interactions with local people
as well as discussions with young generations. T expect
that these experiences will not only decpen interest,
understanding, trust and familiarity with Japan, but
also become an invaluable opportunity to nurture trust

and Ifriendship among countries and peoples.

I also understand that the representatives will visit
various places to support reconstruction efforts in
response to the Great Fast Japan Earthquake and the
2016 Kumamoto Earthquake. The representatives are
encouraged to play an active role in various occasions
such as in discovering new attractiveness as well as in
interacting with local people. Furthermore, it is my
hope that the representatives will continue to engage in
activities organized by Japanese embassics and other
ministries to promote Japan’s attractions and mutual

understanding when they return home.

Laast but not least, I would like to express my respect to
all those who worked hard to host the Pageant. My

. best wishes for the success and further development of

rnational Beauty Pageant in the future.
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